Resources and Services Overview and 8 January 2020
Scrutiny Committee

45.

MEETING OF THE RESOURCES AND SERVICES OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY
COMMITTEE, HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8TH JANUARY, 2020 AT 9.30 AM IN THE
CONNAUGHT ROOM, TOWN HALL, STATION ROAD, CLACTON-ON-SEA

Present: Councillors M Stephenson (Chairman), Scott (Vice-Chairman),
Barry, Bray, Codling, Morrison (item 45 (part) only), Placey (item 45
(part) only) and Turner

Also Present: Councillor G V Guglielmi (Corporate Finance and Governance
Portfolio Holder), P Honeywood (Housing Portfolio Holder),
McWilliams (Partnerships Portfolio Holder), Porter (Leisure and
Tourism Portfolio Holder) and Talbot (Environment and Public
Space Portfolio Holder) (all present for item 45 (part) only)

In Attendance: Keith Simmons (Head of Democratic Services and Elections),
Richard Barrett (Head of Finance, Revenues and Benefits Services
& Section 151 Officer) and Katie Sullivan (Committee Services

Officer)
Also In Paul Price (Corporate Director (Operational Services)), Ewan Green
Attendance: (Corporate Director (Planning and Regeneration)) and Andy White

(Head of Property Services) (all present for item 45 (part) only)

SCRUTINY OF MEMBERS OF THE CABINET IN RESPECT OF SERVICE DELIVERY
OF ITEMS IN THE UPDATED FINANCIAL FORECAST / BUDGET 2020/21 AND HRA
BUDGET PROPOSALS 2020/21

Following the adjournment of its meeting held on 6 January 2020, the Committee
resumed its scrutiny of the Financial Forecast / Budget Proposals for 2020/21 and HRA
Budget Proposals 2020/21 as follows:-

Following the end of the meeting on 6 January, the questions that the Committee
requested answers to were circulated to the relevant Cabinet Members and Officers in
order to enable responses to be provided. Those questions and written responses
received were circulated to Members of this Committee at the start of this reconvened
session. They are appended to these Minutes.

Members of the Cabinet, accompanied by the appropriate Management Team Member
or other Senior Officer, attended the meeting in turn and points of clarification, requests
for amplification and other supplementary matters in respect of the written questions and
answers formed the discussion with the Committee.

Having considered all of the information that had been provided, it was RESOLVED that
the following RECOMMENDATIONS to be submitted to the Cabinet:-

1. Cabinet identifies a range of seafront enhancements/cliff stabilisation/beach
protection arrangements, in consultation with seaside communities in the District
(including relevant Town and Parish Councils) and seeks to fund these through
an associated expansion of beach huts in those communities.

2. Cabinet instigates a review of the Public Conveniences Strategy with a view to
realising the full benefits of the intended investment for all of the toilets being
retained.

3. Commercialism should be a specific part of an existing Portfolio Holder’s
responsibility or that a new Portfolio position should be created to take forward
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the agenda for commercialism as part of a means of contributing positively to
meeting the budgetary pressures on the Council as identified in its MTFS.

4. Cabinet, as part of the budget development to support the corporate plan, looks
favourably at providing sufficient funding for meaningful interventions for 2020-21
onwards that will support economic growth for businesses and key sectors such
as energy.

5. Cabinet be recommended to approve the retention of the estimated surplus of
£363K in the HRA from 2019/20 for capital investment in the Council’s housing
stock.

6. In view of the Government’s unexpected continuation of Revenue Support Grant
to this Council in 2020/21, Cabinet be recommended to approve the passporting
of Local Council Tax Subsidy Grant to Parish/Town Councils in the District in
2020/21 to be confirmed on the same basis as previously.

7. Cabinet be recommended not to approve the proposed adjustment to the budget
to remove expenditure of £68,250 based on the Government’'s commitments to
exempt public conveniences from NNDR liability; as there is no indication that
the necessary Parliamentary processes will be undertaken to introduce this
measure.

It was further RESOLVED that the decisions concerning this Committee’s work
programming and the work programming of the Community Leadership Overview and
Scrutiny Committee, as set out in the appendix to these Minutes, be approved.

The Meeting was declared closed at 1.50 pm

Chairman



